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THANKSGIVING HYMN. 

To thee we lift our grateful song of praise, 

Our Father, Saviour, tender Friend; 
Thy word of promise faithful hast thou kept, 
From sunny springtime's songful seeding days 

Till harvest's rich and golden end. 

We thank thee for our homes of love and light, 

For treasure-houses full of store, 
For country's borders kept from pest and grief, 
For peace that sings away the war-god's blight, 

And blesses all from shore to shore. 

For graces higher, richer, do we kneel, 

Adore; for truth that lights our way; 
The Christ that lifts to fellowship with thee ; 
The Spirit in whose ceaseless life we feel 

The strength to toil from day to day. 

We would not ask for more. We only pray 

That these may all men feel and see; 
That sin and wrong, that doubt and fear and pain 
Through love of life and good may fall away, 

And all alike be filled with thee. 

B. f. T. 



"IF YOU WISH PEACE, PREPARE FOR WAR." 

BY W. EVANS DARBT, LL.D. 

From a Paper presented at the Berne Congress. 
1. Preparations for war do not preserve peace. 

On the contrary, war has been frequently caused by 
these very preparations. This is the testimony of history. 

In the early days of the Peace movement, a careful 
research into the causes of wars among Christian nations 
•was made by order of the Massachusetts Peace Society, 
and the report enumerated twenty-three wars which arose 
entirely from the pride provoked, or alarm excited, by the 
defying array of military preparation which had been 



made, and from no other cause, whereas the annals of 
Christendom did not furnish a single instance in which it 
could be proved that war was averted by military prepara- 
tions. The report stated, moreover, that of sixteen of these 
wars not settled by compromise, eleven terminated in favor 
of the Powers provoked or alarmed, and in the overthrow 
of the trusted preparations for so-called defence. 

During the last forty years there have been seven 
European wars, which have cost the nations involved, at a 
rough, but, as is admitted, a generally accurate estimate, 
an outlay of £1,668,000,000 sterling (or 41,700,000,000 
francs), and a sacrifice of at least 1,026,000 lives ; and the 
two greatest of these were undoubtedly the result of the 
military preparations which had been made. 

The story told by Mr. Kinglake of the events preceding 
the Russian War makes it clear that that war became 
inevitable because of too great haste on all sides with 
military demonstrations. In the first place, in tracing the 
remote causes of the war, Mr. Kinglake shows that one of 
these was the existence and the constant increase of stand- 
ing armies. "Kings, emperors and statesmen," he says, 
" declared their love of peace ; but always, whilst they 
spoke, they went on levying men." Then following him 
into the nearer causes of the war, it becomes evident that 
repeatedly the appeal to force and the indulgence in 
military demonstration put an end to pacific negotiations, 
and ultimately to all prospect and possibility of peace. 
So the war became inevitable. 

In the other instance, that of the Franco-German War, 
neither the French nor the German people desired war, 
and, left to themselves, would have made none. Here are 
two short extracts from the Press, which show how the 
war came about. First as to France : "On the 12th of 
July was held that famous Council at the Tuilleries, when, 
nearly all the other French Ministers having declared for 
peace, Marshal Leboeuf struck his fist on the table, and 
declared he would throw up his post if war were not de- 
clared. ' Are you prepared,' asks one of the Cabinet, ' to 
fight the strongest military power in Europe ? ' ' Never 
so well prepared as now, and never shall be so well pre- 
pared again,' was the reply ; and then the Emperor quietly 
observed that they must have guarantees from Prussia. 
The die was cast." Second, as to Prussia. Speaking of 
the gross ignorance of the state of things in Germany 
which the Emperor of the French had displayed, one of 
the correspondents of the Daily News wrote, " His military 
envoy in Berlin must have reported what was common talk 
in military circles there, that planning possible campaigns 
in France was the favorite recreation in military circles. 
It is a fact, and no secret was made of it, that when 
Prince Frederick Charles entertained a few soldier friends 
at dinner, one of the party would set himself to suggest 
some such plan of campaign, while the others laid them- 
selves out to criticise it." 

The real spring of the war, therefore, was the sinister 



